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name above
all names
i n t h e b e g i n n i n g God created and He
named. He called the darkness Night and the
light Day. He called the dry land Earth and the
sky above heaven. He created the sun, the moon,
and the stars, giving each one its name.
Children learn at a very young age that the warm yellow ball in the sky is called the sun. That is its name.
As they grow older, they learn more about its properties, its size, and its effects on the earth, the oceans,
and even their own bodies. Their knowledge of the
sun develops and expands.

Like the sun, each of us is

known by our name . Meaning is
inherent in a name, giving identity to
an object or a person.
Jesus is a Man of many names—some scholars say as
many as three hundred—which tells us right away
that He is not like us. Getting to know the names of
Jesus introduces us to who He is. It’s the starting place
for discovering the greatest treasure, a relationship
with the eternal God. In learning the names of Christ,
our understanding of Him grows. We begin to know
Him as He is.
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The celebration of Christ’s birth has gotten
lost in a swirl of fairy tales and merchandising.
Think about it, the stunning miracle of God becoming human has become trivialized with toys,
tinsel, and trips to the mall.

w h a t ’ s t h e s o l u t i o n ? The Bible tells
us: “Fixing our eyes on Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2,
NIV). Learn His names, and in doing so you
will know more of Him. Seeing Jesus stirs
a response of adoration and worship. the
things of earth become less important. Our
misplaced affections are righted.
May His names adorn your home at Christmas—
and beyond—as you give prominence to the One
whose birth we celebrate on December 25,
the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ. as you
learn about our matchless Savior,
may your heart be led to sing:

Joy to the world!
The Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and heaven and nature sing.1
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HE SHALL BE CALLED

For to us a child is born, to us a son
is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
—Isaiah 9:6

Wonderful

truly

means “to be full of wonder.”

The natural response to something

wonderful is to be speechless and barely able to move.
When our children were young we took

them to the Grand Canyon.. We blindfolded

them and then carefully led them to the rim.

When they took off their blindfolds all they
could say was, “Wow!” Beyond that they were
without words, rooted to the ground, eyes
wide with wonder at the sight
of something so majestic..
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his promised names

Jesus

unequaled

is full of wonder, and He is our Counselor. He

is able to make wise plans, to give

who

advice, and

to lead us in perfect safety along the often-rocky path of
life. This Child

was given is our Wonderful Counselor.

Have you ever been perplexed? Unsure of which

alternative is best when making a decision? Have you been
discouraged over a relationship with a friend or a sibling?
Jesus is our Wonderful Counselor and His advice
can always be trusted.. His guidance
is unparalleled..
“Your Father knows what you need before you
ask him
him.. Pray then,” Jesus said (Matthew 6:8–9).
6:8–9).
This is another wonder: He knows what we need
before we ask! And because He is God, He knows
before we are even aware of our needs.. “And my God will
supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory

Is Jesus

in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19)..

grandeur

wonderful to you, the majestic One

who is your Counselor? The One whose

makes the Grand Canyon look like little more than a

hole in the ground?

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,
Lo, He shuns not the Virgin’s womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.2
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HE SHALL BE CALLED

And His name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
—Isaiah 9:6

Mighty God . . . among

the hundreds

of names for

Jesus, this is one of only four spoken by the prophet

His birth.
breath

Isaiah when he made the grand announcement of
The Israelites understood mighty

for they had experienced the great power
of the Lord when He parted the Red Sea

with just the

Jesus

of his nostrils (see Exodus 15:8).

Without the modifier mighty, some might

think that

was less than God.. However,

words are very important; “every word of God
proves true” (Proverbs 30:5).. Mighty God is a

significant name given to this infant lying on a
bed of hay.. Human eyes saw just a baby, but God
left no doubt as to His true nature..
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Did you know

that nothing is impossible with

appeared

God (Luke 1:37)? The angel Gabriel spoke these very words
to Mary to reassure her when he

creation,

to her

forces

with the news of her pregnancy. More powerful than His
Mighty God is not bound by the

of nature. He can part the Red Sea or conceive,

with one invisible cell, an infant who would be Jesus.
And He wants you to know His power, too.

Nothing is too hard for God (Jeremiah 32:17).

But we don’t always feel that way, do we? We cry
inwardly saying, “I can’t do this” or “there is no way out,”
just like the Israelites did when staring at a vast body
of water that blocked their escape.. Can you believe that
Jesus is your Mighty God? That He can provide a way of
escape for you, too, when you need it? That He can help
you through a crisis?

Christmas is portrayed as a time of joy, but it isn’t always so..
Hard times happen even at Christmas, and we sometimes feel
them more deeply on holidays.. Do you know the song,
“A Mighty Fortress is our God”? It isn’t a Christmas song,
but singing it could remind you what is true
.
about Jesus, our

Mighty God

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing;
Our helper He amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe
Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great,
And armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.3
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HE SHALL BE CALLED

“. . . AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED
. . . EVERLASTING FATHER . . .”
—ISAIAH 9:6
A well-known Christmas carol tells the story of a kind,
benevolent ruler who lived in the early 900S. Raised by his
grandmother who had a strong faith in Christ, young
Wenceslaus learned to love God and to live
guided by faith, hope and care for others.
At the age of 13, his father was killed in battle and the young
duke became the ruler of his country, Bohemia, now known as
Czechoslovakia. What makes this young ruler different from so
many whose names we know well is his kind leadership that sought
to serve his people, especially the poor, and his heart to please God.
HE BECAME THE TYPE OF RULER JESUS MODELED BY EXAMPLE.
Nine hundred years later, a priest in the church of England wrote
the story of the benevolent duke into a song, changing his title
to king, and taught it to children in hopes of providing them an
honorable role model for their faith.

illustrates

This story
what Bible scholars believe is the
meaning behind this name of Jesus, Eternal Father. Though it seems
confusing at first glance, this prophetic proclamation tells us
how Jesus would relate to His people when He came.
JESUS CAME TO EARTH TO SHOW US HIS FATHER. His life was
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his promised names
characterized by a fatherly care for His people, especially those
with great needs. We see Him unafraid of the lepers and entering
into conversations with tax collectors who were often hated
and shunned socially. He healed countless numbers of people
who were sick and dying.

Demonstrating care
ministry is an undisputed fact.

for others every day of His public

Attached to this name of Jesus is a modifier, the word eternal or
everlasting. A father who is everlasting obviously can’t refer to
a mere mortal, but only to one who is forever alive.

David, when he asked to meet Goliath, famously said to Saul, “He
has defied the armies of the living God.”1 David recognized God as
the living God. God later promised David that His kingdom would
continue through his sons forever. Jesus was born in the line of
David, the fulfillment of this promised forever reign.
SO WE SEE IN JESUS A PICTURE OF GOD
AS OUR EVERLASTING, ETERNAL FATHER.

Jesus is not God the Father, but in His work on earth,
He shepherded His followers with the love
and protective care of a father.

forever

In this name, we learn Jesus is
always listening to hear our prayers.

, one with the Father,

Whether you are alone today or with your family, take a minute
and thank Jesus for showing us the love of the Father.
MAY YOU CHOOSE THIS CHRISTMAS TO BE MORE LIKE JESUS.
Google the song, “Good King Wenceslaus,” and read the lyrics as
a family. May you be inspired by the example of this young ruler
who desired to please His Father in heaven.

“THEREFORE CHRISTIAN MEN, BE SURE,
WEALTH OR RANK, POSSESSING,
YE WHO NOW WILL BLESS THE POOR,
SHALL YOURSELVES FIND BLESSING.”4

7
© 2020 Ever Thine Home

HE SHALL BE CALLED

And His Name Shall Be Called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end.
—Isaiah 9:6–7

Every human heart

longs for peace without end,

perfect

but it cannot be found on earth. No king has ever lived,

even the most benevolent, who has ruled with

peace.

All kings are human, flawed, and prone to error. But Jesus is

Only One

named Prince of Peace. This name brings the great promise OF

a life without conflict.

who is divine, who is

sinless, can rule with perfection. His name is Jesus.

While we wait for His government on earth, we can still
experience the peace Jesus offers: “Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you.. Not as the world gives do I give to you.. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John
14:27).. Later He added, “in Me you may have peace” (John 16:33).. Jesus
knew He was leaving and His followers would feel
abandoned and afraid, so He promised them the
assurance of much needed peace..

8
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his promised names
It is both

remarkable

and comforting that Jesus

miraculous

can dwell within our frail humanity by His Spirit. Even in
our faults and failures He can produce

peace. Does He live within your heart? If He does, then no

give peace

matter how difficult your circumstances, He can and will
that passes all understanding if you will ask.

hymns

One of the most loved
of the church,
“It Is Well With My Soul,” was written by Horatio Spafford
just months after all four of his daughters drowned when
their ship sank in the Atlantic Ocean.. His wife was saved when
a plank of wood floated beneath her unconscious body,
keeping her from drowning.. Unimaginable grief
must have overwhelmed Mr. Spafford..

peace
soul.”

On the journey to meet his wife, he wrote these words
near the place where the ship sank: “When
like a river
attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows roll . . . Thou
has taught me to say, It is well with my soul..” How was that
possible? Without the Prince of Peace it is not.. Only in Jesus
can we say, “It is well with my

May you know His peace this Christmas and forever.

Hail the heav’nly born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King!”5
Amen.

9
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his
christmas
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UNTO US A
SON IS BORN
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HE SHALL BE CALLED

Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take
Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit..
She will bear a son, and you shall
call his name, Jesus..
— M at t h e w 1 : 2 0 – 2 1

Jesus is the first biblical name most

We sing

children learn

.

It’s short, easy to pronounce, and easy to remember.

, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible

baby

tells me so.” Simple, yet full of profound truth.
Why was this

given the name Jesus?

When Joseph learned that his fiancée, Mary,

was pregnant, he was shocked.. In their culture
an engagement was considered as binding as a

marriage.. As his anxious mind tried to make sense
of what seemed like terrible news, Joseph decided
to do the most honorable thing by quietly
divorcing her.. The Bible tells us Joseph was a just
man, a man who could have had Mary put to
death for becoming pregnant before marriage,

but instead he decided to show compassion.
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his christmas names

But before Joseph

in a dream
Holy Spirit

could act on his thinking,

an angel of the Lord appeared to him

.

The angel told Joseph that the baby in

Mary’s womb was not from another man, but

was conceived by the

.

Then the angel said, “You shall call his name Jesus,

for he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).
God Himself named this baby in Bethlehem,
and He sent the name by special
delivery through an angel.

Jesus

is a form of the name Joshua. Do you know

another Joshua in the Bible? Joshua led the people of
Israel; he led them in battle and inspired them to keep
believing that God would deliver them. In what ways
was Jesus like Joshua? Or, how was Joshua like Jesus?
The name Jesus means

“God saves.”

He is our

protector, our leader, and our Savior.. His is the name
above all names.. And one day, when the name Jesus is
spoken, “every knee will bow, . . . and every tongue
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10–11, NASB)..

Jesus, name above all names
Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
Emmanuel, God is with us.
Blessed Redeemer, Living Word.6
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HE SHALL BE CALLED

For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
—Luke 2:11

Spoken to

stunned shepherds

in the dark of

night, this name speaks to the task prepared for Jesus:
He would be the long-awaited Savior. These men and
boys—whose lives were rough, dirty, and lonely —

suddenly

knew nothing of the angel who had visited Joseph or
the one who had visited Mary. But

angel
glory

they,

too, experienced the reality of another realm, for “an
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory

of the Lord shone around them” (LUKE 2:9). Shining as

brilliant

bright as the sun and surrounding God’s presence,

the

of the Lord is a

light, and that

light came with this angel. Angels are supernatural

Savior

beings who serve at God’s command, and this one was
sent to announce that the

14
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had come.

his christmas names
A

savior

is someone who rescues another person

who is in trouble. Imagine someone beginning to drown

rescuer

in a lake, and then a brave soul jumps in, swims to his
aid, and saves his life. The

is called a savior.

What kind of Savior did the shepherds need?
What kind of Savior do you need?

to need

The very first people who lived on earth were also the
first ones

a Savior.. Adam and Eve chose their own

way over God’s way and became forever trapped in bondage
to a body that would die instead of living forever.. You and I

holiness
He sent Jesus

are their children, alive in bodies that are broken by sin and
utterly unable to reach God’s standard of

But because God loves us

.

to be our Savior, to rescue us from drowning in a lake of
sin. As you hang the name Savior on your tree—think of the

symbolism in this simple action--give thanks that He came to
save you and me and anyone who believes on His name.
Hallelujah, what a Savior!

“Fear not,” then said the angel,
“Let nothing you affright,
this day is born a Savior,
Of virtue, power and might;
So frequently to vanquish all
The friends of Satan quite;”
O tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy.7
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HE SHALL BE CALLED

For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
—Luke 2:11

The

grand announcement

delivered by

the angel identified this baby not only as our

give names
Jesus’

Savior but also as Christ the Lord. Just as we
to children that connect them
to their parents,

name Christ the Lord declares that He

is from God and that He belongs to God. Christ

the Lord is also a title and is similar to how

we address earthly kings (his royal highness)

This name

or leaders of nations (president of the United
States).

declared that Jesus

was not only from God, but that He is God. The

born

promised One for whom the Jewish people had

with a royal title:

been waiting for hundreds of years was

16
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Christ the Lord.

his christmas names

declaration

This
was made to simple
shepherds who were pasturing flocks of sheep
destined to become sacrificial lambs during
Passover.. This was an intentionally symbolic
location that we often overlook in the Christmas
story.. The lambs’ shed blood was meant to atone
for the people’s sin once a year, but Jesus’ blood
would be shed once for all. Because His sacrifice
was perfect and
planned before time
began, His title Christ the Lord would be firmly
authenticated..

forever,

What does it mean for Jesus to be Lord? A lord
is someone who has great authority over others. For
Jesus to be your Lord means He is your ruler.

heard

Perhaps you’ve
it said that if your car
doesn’t work, you take it to a mechanic.. If your
watch is broken, you take it to a jeweler.. But
you don’t take your car to the jeweler or your
watch to the mechanic.. The one who made it
is the one who can fix it and make it work
correctly.. Therefore, if Jesus is Lord, it means
He is God.. as God, He
best how your life
should work..

Jesus

knows

a gift

is Christ the Lord. Will you let him

rule your life? Will you give Jesus

this year for Christmas? Will you give Him
authority over all of you?

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.8

17
© 2020 Ever Thine Home

HE SHALL BE CALLED

Behold, a virgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel.
— M at t h e w 1 : 2 3 ( K J V )

The beginning moments

of a baby’s life

mother’s
existing

are a mystery in many ways. At first, new life happens
secretly, silently, in the darkness of a

womb. Then weeks later the discovery is made, the
truth of a new life already

becomes

known, often accompanied by great joy.

Only once was this normal human process

changed.. And because this conception defied
the laws of nature, we call it a miracle..

Incomprehensibly, the baby was not conceived
between a man and a woman, but in a woman
alone.. And not in a married woman, but a
maiden, a girl perhaps as young
as thirteen or fourteen..

18
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his christmas names

Many

of us know the story, but pause for

wonders

a moment and shake off the familiarity. Let yourself
be awed by the multitude of

that surround

this exceptional birth. It was seven hundred years

was to come

plus a few when Isaiah first spoke of the Lord who
. We send out birth announcements,

announcement

after the arrival, but God declared this birth

centuries ahead of time. And His

,

like ours, included the name . . . Emmanuel.

“God with us” is the meaning of Emmanuel.
With you.. With me.. Not a God who is

wandering the galaxies somewhere, but here,
present, living, with us.. This was a stunning
announcement.. It still is.. For anyone who

hears the story and believes, life is altered.. No
one ELSE has ever been born like this..
Do you know Him? Will you welcome Him,
Emmanuel, the miracle of Christmas? Will you
sing, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” as a prayer
from your heart?

What a mystery!

God

is with us!

O come, thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.9
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great
high priest
since then we have a great high priest
who has passed through the heavens,
jesus, the son of god, . . . “

—hebrews 4:14

a priest is someone who has chosen to
work for god, often in a church, to help people
connect with god. sometimes a priest is known by a
different title, such as pastor, rector, minister,
or missionary.
in biblical times there were many men
who served as priests, but one was chosen by
god as the high priest, the most important job in
the temple: “for every high priest . . . is appointed
on behalf of men in things pertaining to god.”10
once each year, on the day of
atonement, the high priest got extra
clean and put on clothes made of pure linen,
representing his humility before god. he then
went into the holy place in the temple to make
offerings for himself and all the people of the
nation. after offering the sacrifices, he went into
another room called the holy of holies. the walls
were covered in gold, and behind a thick, heavy
curtain was a golden altar with cherubim (angels)
on top. the high priest was the only person ever
allowed into this room. carrying a pan of coals
and incense and the blood of a bull, the high
priest fearfully and reverently made offerings
to god, whose presence dwelt there.
today this seems an excessive ritual, but we have
little appreciation for the fearsome holiness of
god and the seriousness of our sin. imagine going

22
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his savior names
alone before god almighty. would you feel anxious,
nervous, or even afraid? in the entire bible never
did an angel appear to a person without evoking
great fear and awe. if people reacted like this to
the presence of an angel, imagine what it would be
like to see god himself.

then came jesus. chosen to be our
great high priest and to be our sacrifice, jesus
freely gave his own life. because of the cross,
rituals are no longer needed because “he, having
offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat
down at the right hand of god.”11 his work is
complete. we don’t have to be afraid. at any time we
can “draw near with confidence to the throne of
grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.”12

yet you left the gaze of angels,
came to seek and save the lost,
and exchanged the joy of heaven
for the anguish of a cross.13
from “across the lands”

ethiopian cross
ethiopia, first mentioned in genesis, lies south
of egypt and has had a strong christian presence
since phillip, the disciple, explained the words of
isaiah to the ethiopian servant of candace, queen
of ethiopia in acts 8. this ethiopian man returned
to his country rejoicing in the good news of jesus
and undoubtedly was used by god to lead many in
his country to faith in christ. the ethiopian cross
is one of ethiopia’s most precious religious and
historical heirlooms, signifying
their long history as a christian nation.
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god and
savior
for i am the lord your god,
the holy one of israel, your savior.
—isaiah 43:3

mary, a young teen, was astonished to see an
angel appear before her. still a child in many ways, mary
probably sat on her bed hugging her knees, eyes wide as
saucers, staring at this dazzling warrior being. she was
greatly troubled to hear: “greetings, o favored one, the
lord is with you!” (luke 1:28-29) but she was not so awed
that she couldn’t speak. respectfully she questioned
god’s angelic messenger, “how will this be, since i am a
virgin?” (luke 1:34) gabriel answered, then declared, “for
nothing will be impossible with god.”14 he departed as
mysteriously as he had appeared.

soon after, mary traveled to visit her aunt elizabeth,
who was pregnant with a baby also announced by an
angel. at their happy reunion mary declared her praise
and thanksgiving to god with these words, “ my soul
magnifies the lord, and my spirit rejoices in

god my savior.”

15

mary’s words reflect the good news
that from the first moment after adam and eve sinned,
god began communicating his intentions to save his
people. then, marching across the pages of the bible god
continued to increasingly reveal this predetermined
plan of salvation through jesus who would be god and
savior. god has always been humanity’s only hope for
recovering all that was lost in eden.
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his savior names
what was never clear to moses, david, isaiah, and all
the prophets who spoke god’s words and wrote holy
spirit-inspired messages, was that the way of salvation
was through the death of a savior. jewish scholars and
jesus’s disciples all believed the savior would be a king
who would rule on earth. they were bewildered by his
humility and his unwillingness to subdue the romans. in
fact, jesus’ utter submission to the roman soldiers—who
beat and scourged him before driving him to death on a
cross—was a shocking reality they never imagined.

after the resurrection

his disciples and

followers saw the truth with their eyes: “touch me and
see,” jesus said, “for a spirit does not have flesh and
bones as you see that i have.”16 and they believed jesus
was indeed god and savior!

this christmas may you welcome jesus who is
god and savior into your heart and family, and may you
“proclaim his name to all nations . . .”17

one with himself i cannot die
my soul is purchased by his blood
my life is hid with christ on high
with christ my savior and my god
with christ my savior and my god.18

jerusalem cross
the jerusalem cross is thought to have originated with
the early church during the roman empire.. its design of
five crosses represents the wounds of the lamb: small
crosses for the nails driven into his hands and feet and
the large center cross for the spear wound in his side.
others believe the large cross shows the centrality of
christianity with the smaller crosses reminding us
of christ’s command to spread the gospel
to the four corners of the earth..
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messiah
“we have found the messiah..”

—john 1:41

thousands of years ago, god made a
special promise to king david that christ the messiah
would come through the lineage of david and from
the village of bethlehem..19 from the time the kingdom
of israel was defeated in 586 bc, jewish leaders
longed for the messiah, to be rescued by him and
have their kingdom restored..

messiah means “christ,” or in hebrew
“anointed one..” god first promised him only minutes
after adam and eve sinned.. because god loved them,
he quickly gave them words of hope that one day all
would be right again.. in fact, there are hundreds of
clues about the promised messiah all
throughout the old testament..

jewish tradition actually states that there
will be two messiahs.. the first will be messiah
ben-joseph, who will be bruised and wounded, and
will bear our iniquities.. the second will be messiah
ben-david, who will reign as king.. therefore it is very
interesting that andrew the disciple was one of the
first to recognize jesus for who he was by saying, “we
have found him of whom moses in the law and also
the prophets wrote, jesus of nazareth, the son of
joseph..”20 is it possible this has a double meaning? did
andrew recognize jesus as ben-joseph, the suffering
messiah as well as the true son of his
earthly father, joseph?

26
© 2020 Ever Thine Home

his savior names
christians believe jesus is both a suffering
and reigning messiah, who came first to redeem us from
sin and who will come again to rule and reign on earth..
jesus the messiah came as the lamb of god and he will
one day return on “a white horse” as the conquering

“king of kings and lord of lords..”

21

the promise of messiah is a message of
hope.. it is also a message of love, “for god so loved the
world that he gave his only son..”22 recognizing messiah
is a gift of god, for it is he who calls our name, who
gives us eyes to see and ears to hear.. “today, if you hear
his voice, do not harden your hearts,”23 says the holy
spirit.. today is the best day to welcome jesus into your
life, and if you do, it will be a day
you will never forget!

death is dead, love has won, christ has conquered;
and we shall reign with him,
for he lives: christ is risen from the dead!24
from “see, what a morning”

anchor cross
the anchor cross has symbolized hope since
the early days of the church.. hebrews 6:19–20 tells us,
“we have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the
soul, a hope that enters into the inner place . . . where
jesus has gone . . . on our behalf..” as an anchor holds a
ship in place, so the anchor of christ’s work as messiah
holds us steady in the winds of life.. this hope
“does not disappoint..”25
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chief
cornerstone
the stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief corner stone..
—psalm 118:22 (nasb)

you might remember singing, “the wise
man built his house upon the rock . . . the foolish man
built his house upon the sand.”26 a foundation, the part
of a building that is below the ground, offers the
most stability if it is set upon rock, which
doesn’t shift like sand..

if you were to visit the remains of the

ancient

jewish temple in jerusalem, you would see the huge
rectangular foundation stones, including a cornerstone
that is forty feet long, eight feet wide, and three and a
half feet tall; that’s almost as big as a boxcar on a train!
it is hard to fathom how stones of this size could have
been moved into place.. when jesus saves us, he is our
firm foundation forever.. he is the chief cornerstone, “in
the sight of god chosen and precious..”27

the

chief cornerstone, perfectly and precisely

placed, is the point from which an entire building is
joined and aligned.. our chief cornerstone is faultless,
immoveable, and he is a living stone.. king david called
god his rock, and peter, who saw the risen christ, knows
our cornerstone is alive forevermore.. peter tells us we,
too, are living stones! each person who believes in jesus
for salvation is an important stone in the building of
his church.. we are a “chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation,”28 “being built up as a spiritual house..”29
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his savior names
the world may be changing around us, but the chief
cornerstone will not be moved.. “jesus christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever..”30 though hard
times will make you feel unsteady, “he will be the
stability of your times..”31

have you believed in jesus?
will you build your life on the chief cornerstone? he
will give you strength, courage, and “the peace of god,
which surpasses all understanding”32 when the storms
and floods of life make you feel unsure..

he is my light, my strength, my song;
this cornerstone,
this solid ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm..33
from “in christ alone”

coptic cross
the coptic cross is considered a sign of faith
and pride to the christians of egypt.. as a people, they
have a long history with the stories of the bible.. from
joseph and moses, who lived with pharaohs; to mary,
joseph, and baby jesus’ escape from herod into egypt;
to early church fathers such as augustine, christianity
found fertile ground in egypt.. but the coptic story
is not just ancient history.. god says one day, “the
egyptians will know the lord in that day . . .
blessed be egypt my people..”34
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God’s Amazing Love

Christmas

is the story of God’s love.

great lengths

The perfect One came to us even though our sin
separates us from Him. He went to

sacrifice

to

live a ﬂawless life and then to offer that life as a
for our sin. Because of that gift you can be

salvation by asking

forgiven and welcomed into His family forever.

Will you accept His offer of

Him to forgive your sins and trusting Him by faith to be
your savior? If so, here is a suggested prayer.

Lord Jesus, I need you. Thank you for
dying on the cross for my sins. I receive you
as my savior and Lord. Thank you for forgiving
my sins and giving me eternal life. Make me
the kind of person you want me to be.

Amen.
30
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