
Drowning was my greatest childhood fear. Because of my lifelong battle with asthma, I 

easily imagined the panic of being overwhelmed by water, fighting for a breath. 

In 2008, our granddaughter Molly was born. That same day, her parents were told she 

wouldn’t live. The shock was like being swept o� our feet by a tsunami. We all felt as if we 

were drowning. The desperate desire to do something to save her was like frantically 

swimming to stay afloat amidst jagged debris swirling in the murky water. Unable to make 

sense of the medical terms and the reality before us, we clung with desperation to the 

sure Rock of our salvation.

“I will be with you” is evidence of God’s immense kindness and love to let us know in 

advance of the trials that will surely come. It assures us that He will be with us even when 

we feel we are drowning in sorrow, pain, or grief. When we feel we are sinking, even there 

in the overwhelming ocean He is present, always present and waiting with open arms.

• How often to you doubt God’s presence with you? Be honest.

• God knows we are often afraid, scaredy-cats at heart, so He lovingly tells us—more 

than 100 times—that He will not leave us. Does that repetition help you know He 

means it?

• Hard places in life aren’t always life threatening. What family or friend relationship 

feels di�cult right now? Are you remembering that Jesus is with you in the middle of 

that too?


